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Hymn to the Creator of Light - John Rutter (b. 1945)

This double-choir anthem was written for the cathedral choirs of Gloucester, Hereford and
Worcester and their respective conductors at that time: John Sanders, Roy Massey and Donald
Hunt. The work is dedicated to the memory of Herbert Howells and was sung at the dedication
of the Howells memorial window by Caroline Swash which adorns Gloucester Cathedral. This
anthem occasionally uses musical gestures reminiscent of that composer’s style.

The mysterious, quasi-plainsong opening sung by the second choir is answered as if from on
high by the first choir. This eventually leads to a central section, Allegro energico, in which the
two choirs continue to answer each other. This subsides in turn to a quieter final section where
the chorale Schmücke dich by Johann Crüger (1598–1662) is delicately reharmonized by Rutter,
bringing the work to a peaceful conclusion.

from notes by William McVicker © 1997

PROGRAMME

Hymn to the Creator of Light                                                              John Rutter
The Song of Harvest                                                                          Bob Chilcott
Requiem                                                                                               John Rutter

The Saint Cecilia Singers
Artistic Director: Jonathan Hope

Organ: Piers Maxim



Requiem - John Rutter (b. 1945)
 
The Requiem, completed in 1985, does not adhere strictly to the conventional Catholic liturgy, but
combines texts from the Requiem Mass and the Book of Common Prayer. This is by no means
unusual; Faure, Brahms and Durufle all followed their own individual preferences when selecting
appropriate verses to set.
 
The first movement comprises the Requiem Aeternam and Kyrie Eleison. This is followed by a
setting of Psalm 130, ‘Out of the deep have I called unto thee O Lord’. As with the Requiems of
both Fauré and Duruflé, the Pie Jesu focuses on the soprano soloist, though in this case with the
addition of a subdued choral commentary. The Sanctus and Benedictus are both followed by an
exhilarating Hosanna. In the Agnus Dei the Latin text alternates with verses from the Burial
Sentences, taken from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. At this point Rutter inserts his superb
setting of the 23rd Psalm. The last movement opens with another verse from the Burial Service,
sung by the soprano soloist, which leads seamlessly into the Lux Aeterna, finally returning to the
opening Requiem Aeternam theme for the peaceful conclusion. The Requiem was first performed
in its entirety on 13 October 1985 at the United Methodist Church, Dallas, Texas, conducted by the
composer. 

John Bawden

The Song of Harvest - Bob Chilcott (b. 1955)
 
Harvest season is a special time of the year. Living as I do in quite a rural part of England, each
year we become ever more aware of the passing of the seasons, of the weather patterns, and also of
the changing colour and textures of the land around us. After the challenges that we have all faced
in 2020 and 2021, I wanted to write a simple expression to reflect on some thoughts of how the
concept of harvest might relate to us all as we move forward, through sustainability, community,
giving, hope, care and, perhaps more importantly, thankfulness.

I was not specifically looking to write a stand-alone work, but rather a piece that could be equally
performed as one or simply delved into and movements or hymns sung separately. It was written
for the Royal School of Church Music Celebration Day, held at Durham Cathedral on 9 October
2021, as part of a day to celebrate what it means to sing together. I am grateful to Hugh Morris,
Director of the RSCM, to Daniel Cook, Master of the Choristers and Organist of Durham
Cathedral, and to my dear friend who supported the creation of this work.

Composer’s note













Jonathan Hope
Jonathan Hope is the Assistant Director of Music at Gloucester Cathedral. He is the principal
organist for cathedral services, director of the Cathedral Youth Choir, accompanist to the
Gloucester Choral Society, Festival Organist for the Gloucester Three Choirs Festivals, and our
own Artistic Director. He was Organ Scholar of Winchester Cathedral under Andrew Lumsden,
and Southwark Cathedral under Peter Wright, before moving to Gloucester in 2014. In 2019, he
released Redcliffe Experience (Willowhayne Records) on the organ of St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol.

Piers Maxim
Piers Maxim is a seasoned opera and choral conductor, organist, composer, chorus master and
professional singer. In 2012 Piers moved back to the UK from Belgium to take up the post of
Director of Music and Organist at Great Malvern Priory, and to concentrate on composition.
His church music is published by the Royal School of Church Music. He teaches piano and
singing as well as regularly conducting choral and vocal workshops.

Sopranos: Rachel Baguley, Charlotte Baskerville, Sarah Bick, 
Hilary Evans, Kathryn Jeffree, Katherine Lawson, Bairbre Lloyd, 
Alice Muir, Naomi Nettleton, Hayley Oliver, Alexandra Pavic

Altos: Sarah Brush, Debbie Day, Fiona Henderson, Tim Ingold, Catherine Lewen,
Jen Lewis, Vicki Ponsford, Amelia Skipp

Tenors: Mags Adamson, Ioan Davies, Caroline McGaughey, Iain Rhodes, 
Phil Styles

Basses: Phil Brotheridge, Oliver Cook, Peter Dhonau, Rafe Kearsley
Brian Pursey, Viktor Salenius, Elvin Young

The Saint Cecilia Singers
We are a friendly group of around 30 accomplished amateur and semi-professional singers who
love to sing challenging repertoire to a high standard. We are the affiliated chamber choir of
Gloucester Cathedral, having been founded in 1949 by Donald Hunt, then the cathedral’s Assistant
Organist. For most of our 76 year history, our choir has been conducted by the Assistant Director
of Music of Gloucester Cathedral, currently Jonathan Hope.



Our forthcoming concerts:

Fri 12 December 8pm
Gloucester Cathedral Lady Chapel
A city lit for Christmas
Join us for festive music old and new, timeless carols, and the world premiere of
‘The Christmas Singers’ by Charlotte Baskerville celebrating community, legacy,
and light. Music by Naylor, Palestrina, Parsons, Elgar, Kerensa Briggs, Sally
Beamish, Bob Chilcott, John Rutter, Jonathan Dove, Owain Park and Libby Croad.
Tickets £20 to include glass of mulled wine.

Wednesday 1 April
Gloucester Cathedral
Holy Week Devotion

Thursday 30 July
Three Choirs Festival
Cox & Bernstein
Bernstein Chichester Psalms and Neil Cox Requiem Canticles 




